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Purpose 
The purpose of this Guideline is to provide examples of acceptable evidence of a Qualification for 
Victorian trained Lineworkers in the VESI.  

Introduction 
Historically in Australia, Lineworkers were trained under various State or company (eg. SEQEB or Sydney City 
Council) based systems. In 1995 the Australian Qualification Framework (AQF) was introduced to underpin a 
national system of qualifications encompassing higher education and vocational education and training.  

Lineworker apprenctices are employed under a four year contract of training.  The apprentice training is made up 
of both on and off the job training.   Off job training is undertaken with a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 
and upon successful completion of an apprenticeship, the RTO issues a Certificate III Lineworker Qualification. 

Prior to the AQF Victorian Lineworkers were trained at the Chadstone Training Centre. The Centre was initially 
part of the State Electricity Commission of Victoria and after the electricity assets were privatised in Victoria, 
1995, the Centre was managed through the TAFE system.   The Centre has had several name changes over the 
years including Technical Training Centre, Energy Training Centre (ETC), ETTA, GippsTAFE and Federation 
Training.  Since 1995 a small number of Apprentices have also been trained at other RTO’s. 

The following is an overview of the training systems used in Victoria to train Lineworkers and the period in which 
they were in place:  

 Pre 1966 – State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV)  A, B, C grading system.  

Workers commenced as C Grade Lineworkers. Over a five to seven year period, they undertook training, 
gained knowledge and experience and progressed through to an A Grade Lineworker. A Certificate of 
Competency was issued by the SECV. 

 1966 to 2002 – Lineworkers were indentured in a four year apprenticeship.  

On successful completion, Certificates of Proficiency or Completion were issued by the relevant State 
Government Department at the time. 

 2002 to Present - Lineworkers undertake a four year apprenticeship.  Alternatively, qualified Electricians can  
undertake a two year apprenticeship made up mostly of gap training. On successful completion of either 
pathway, a Certificate III Lineworker Qualification was issued by a RTO.  

 

As an easy reference, this Evidence Guideline provides examples of: 

 Qualification evidence deemed to be acceptable in chronological order. Where applicable, explanatory notes 
have also been included. (Please note these are watermarked with a green VALID) 

 Qualification evidence that is deemed unacceptable. Advisory notes have also been included to explain the 
reasons why the evidence is not acceptable or cannot be accepted as standalone evidence. (Please note 
these are watermarked with a red VOID) 

The certificates in this document are examples only and may not be an exhaustive list of accepted or 
unacceptable evidence in the VESI. Should a Lineworker qualification be received that is not included in this 
Evidence Guideline, please contact your Network Operator for clarification.  

If a worker does not have a copy of their qualification, it can be re-issued. Information on this process can be 
found on the VESI Skills and Training Website . 
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Victoria – acceptable evidence 
Description 

State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV) 
 
 

 

State Government Issued (pre AQF) 
 

 
 

  
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school. Certificate of Proficiency issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
 

 
Completed a 4 year apprenticeship as a Linesman with the SECV training 
school, Certificate of Completion issued by the State Government. 
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Description 

GippsTAFE 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 1998 Training Package version  
Note: whilst this is an example of a certificate issued, an employer may want to 
also see an Apprenticeship completion letter 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 1998 Training Package version  
Note: whilst this is an example of a certificate issued, an employer may want to 
also see an Apprenticeship completion letter 
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Description 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 1998 Training Package version 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2001 Training Package version 



 

 
Qualification Evidence Lineworkers trained in Victoria 
 Page 14 of 37 
 

Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2006 Training Package version 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2009 Training Package version 
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Description 
 

      
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2012 Training Package version 
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Description 

Federation Training 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2009 Training Package version 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2012 Training Package version 
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Description 

Energy Training Centre 
 

      
 
 
This certificate was issued upon successful completion of a six month training program for Electrical Fitter/Mechancies to be trained as Lineworkers.  
Energy Training Centre was the SECV training centre based at Chadstone. 
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Description 

Electricity Training & Development (ETD) 
 

 
 
 
ETD issued approximately 12 qualifications between the period 2003/4 – 2010. These certificates were issued based on recognition of prior 
learning (RPL). 
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Description 

Sandcorp 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Sandcorp is a private RTO who issued qualification during 2005/6 for RPL predominately for overseas trained Lineworkers. 
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Description 

Transfield 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2006 Training Package version. 
Transfield is a private RTO who train a small number of apprentices and 
predominatley has conducts RPL for overseas trained workers. 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2006 Training Package version 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2006 Training Package version 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2009 Training Package version 
 



 

 
Qualification Evidence Lineworkers trained in Victoria 
 Page 22 of 37 
 

Description 

 
 

 

Certificate III issued based on the 2012 Training Package version 
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Description 

Optec 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2001 Training Package version. 
Optec is a private RTO who predominatley has conducted RPL for overseas 
trained workers. 
 

 
Certificate III issued based on the 2009 Training Package version. 
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Description 
 

      
 
 
Certificate III issued based on the 2012 Training Package version. 
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Description 

Replacement Certificate examples (various RTO’s) 

 
 

 

 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by the State Government 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by the State Government 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by RTO - GippsTAFE 
 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by RTO - GippsTAFE 
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Description 
 

 

 

 
 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by RTO – Federation Training 
 

 
This is a replacement certificate issued by RTO – Sandcorp 
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Description 

Victoria – not evidence of a qualification 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
This is a letter from the State Government to advise of Completion of 
Apprenticeship. The letter refers to the certificate being issued by a RTO 
(underlined). The RTO should be contacted to provide evidence of the 
Qualification. 
 

 
This is a letter from the State Government to advise of Completion of 
Apprenticeship. The letter refers to the certificate being issued by a RTO 
(underlined). The RTO should be contacted to provide evidence of the 
Qualification. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
This is a letter from the State Government to advise of Completion of 
Apprenticeship. The letter refers to the certificate being issued by a RTO 
(underlined). The RTO should be contacted to provide evidence of the 
Qualification. 

 
This is a letter from the State Government to the employer to advise of Completion 
of Apprenticeship. The letter refers to the certificate being issued by a RTO 
(underlined). The RTO should be contacted to provide evidence of the 
Qualification. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The sample states only the school component was completed. The State 
Government should have issued a Certificate of Proficiency at the time. If a 
replacement is required contact VRQA. 
 

 
The sample states only the school component was completed. The State 
Government should have issued a Certificate of Proficiency at the time. If a 
replacement is required contact VRQA. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The sample states only the school component was completed. The State 
Government should have issued a Certificate of Proficiency at the time. If a 
replacement is required contact VRQA. 
. 

 
The sample was issued to overseas or interstate trained Lineworkers who 
completed training to the VESI standard. Note there is no regulatory course. 
Evidence of Overseas or Interstate Qualification should be provided 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Issued by the State Government upon application and payment of a fee. 
Whilst this states the qualification achieved, the RTO should be contacted 
to provide a certificate. 
 

 
Issued by the State Government upon application and payment of a fee. Whilst 
this states the qualification achieved, the RTO should be contacted to provide a 
certificate. 
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Description 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Issued by the State Government upon application and payment of a fee. 
Whilst this states the qualification achieved, the RTO should be contacted 
to provide a certificate. 
 

 
Issued by the State Government upon application and payment of a fee. Whilst 
this states the qualification achieved, the RTO should be contacted to provide a 
certificate. 
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Description 
 

 
 

 

 

 
This is a Statement of Attainment for one competency and where the 
certificate refers to the qualification, it states forms part of the qualification. 
 

 
This states that a person was indentured as an apprentice. It does not indicate 
successful completion. 
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Description 
 

 

 
Issued by an employer upon the successful completion of an 
apprenticeship. This is not a qualification certificate. 

 
This evidence shows that the period of the apprenticeship was completed 
however, Module 4 has not been recorded and therefore Apprenticeship not 
successfully completed. 
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Description 
 

 

 
 

 
This is evidence of Lineworker Registration and is not a qualification. 
 

 
This is evidence of a certificate issued by a RTO however does not quote the 
qualification evidence as per the AQF. The RTO can re-issue the qualification 
which will be compliant 
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Description 

 

 

 
 

 
This is evidence of a certificate issued by a RTO however does not quote 
the qualification evidence as per the AQF. The RTO can re-issue the 
qualification which will be compliant 
 

 
This letter is from the State Electricity Commission to advise that a Certificate of 
Competency is attached. The Certificate of Competency should be provided as 
evidence of the Qualification 

 


