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WORK UNDERTAKEN BY NON-ACCREDITED CIVIL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Infrastructure work undertaken by non-accredited civil contractors will be subject to a more rigorous auditing process by an approved Network Auditor to confirm that the standard of work and materials are acceptable before backfilling or cabling works are undertaken. 
The more rigorous auditing process is to ensure that work performed by non-accredited civil contractors complies with the host Network Owner’s Technical standards which will add significant costs and time to the project. All costs associated with this inspection process will be paid for by the Customer/Constructor or their Contractor.

The Customer’s Project Manager will be responsible for managing this auditing process including engagement of the approved auditor, co ordination of inspections and removal of any backfill. 
Auditing Process
· The Network Auditor must be engaged prior to commencement of civil work. See VEDN website for a register of endorsed Network Auditors. 
· The Network Auditor must visually inspect all aspects of the civil works during the construction such as the trench excavations, pits, conduits, sand, marker tape and backfill works.
· The Works must be inspected and approved before the next step of the construction works commences. I.e. trenches are compliant before the conduit is installed, marker tape installed during backfill.
· If the Works have been backfilled prior to inspection, then it may need to be totally excavated to allow an open trench inspection, and then reinstated after the inspection.
· The Network Owner’s approval will be required where a visual inspection is not possible, such as in cases of installation using bore techniques or hard surfaces already reinstated.  In these cases other methods will need to be used to demonstrate compliance to standards. 
· A copy of the completed VEDN Open Trench – Civil checklist must be provided to the electrical contractor and the Network Owner’s Project Manager.

Work completed by non-accredited civil contractors and not inspected as listed above will not be accepted by Network Owners and will either needs to be inspected as above or reinstalled by an accredited civil contractor.

Definitions 
A more rigorous auditing requirement means: that 100% of the civil works are visually inspected by the approved Network Auditor.

Prior to commencing work means: before any civil works are commenced. 

Visually inspect means: the Network Auditor is able to see all the work that has been undertaken, materials installed, physically able to take measurements and take supporting photos. 
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